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Evacuee land were those which the departing non-Muslims left
behind and the state now claimed their ownership. Some of these lands

had been appropriated already by local landlords  (P.153 Under

development & Agrarian Culture in Pakistan - Mahmood Hasan Khan)
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The departure of the British administrators and Hindu - money
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lenders made the exercise of power more convenient and visible. In the
confusion which followed the partitioning of British India many land
owners gained additional lands. this they did in several ways. Som~ of
them purchased it from fleeing Hindus at Nominal prices. Others
managed to get more land by their influence on revenue officials. STilE
others held <¢ fact® possession of what was the state evacuee property.
(p.139)
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More, significantly, as new irrigation and battlement schemes in

the Punjab and Sind were undertaken in the mid-fifties civil and military
bureaucracies were clearly given preferential treatment for irrigated
lands. In fact, sale and allotment of these lands in Sind to these

outsiders were quite contrary to the promises made by some politicians

for peasant grants to haris and allotment to small owners.
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Among the most important changes in the agriculture of Sind
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was the completion of Llyod Barrage (now called Sukkut Barrage) on the
Indus in 1932. In this Zamindar and hari alike saw the hope of acquiring
irrigated lands. In several areas, Zamindars successfully claimed their
forfited lands after they began to receive water. This they were allowed
under a law by the British in 1932, wnen Sind was still a part of Bombay
presidency. The haris were promised harp, peasant grants on newly
irrigated state lands. However, state lands in flood Barrage area,
estimated at over one million acres, were sold to settles mainly from
outside Sind. Consequently, haris received as harp.grants of no more,
than 85,000 acres from 1932 to about the time of Independence in
1947. Since reach hari family received 16 to 24 acres, the total number
of beneficences could not have been more than 5,500. there is also
evidence that these was great reluctance on the part of revenue officials
to enter into Records of Rights the titles of lands haris received from the
state.
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How much of the resumed land was sold? And to whom? ...only
50% of the resumed land (or 952,000 acres) had been sold by 1967.
Since most of the resumed areas in the Punjab was uncultivated, only
36% of the resumed land (469,623 acres) had been disposed of. In Sind,
on the other hand about 71% of the resumed land (or 374,152 acres)
had been disposed of although resumed area in the FUnjab was about
one-third more than in Sind. Most of the area was sold to landless
tenants and small owners/tenants. 65% in the Punjab and 75% in Sind.
However, only 40% of total area was sold to landless tenants in the two
provinces. The remaining area, which was by no means insubstantial,

was auctioned, in which land was sold mostly to rich farmers and to civil
and military officials. In fact, during government lands in the newly
irrigated areas to these groups.
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